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TALLAHASSEE 
Women 
in politics 
fear a 
‘#MeToo 
moment 


backlash 


m Women in the Florida Senate 
and female lobbyists say they’re 
experiencing a chilling work 
environment as part of the 
fallout from public allegations of 
sexual harassment against a 
powerful male colleague. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE 

As Florida’s politically pow- 
erful men fear becoming targets 
of sexual harassment allegations, 
the newfound awareness of a 
male-dominated Legislature has 
come with a cost: Women are 
collateral damage. 

Female staffers and lobbyists 
who returned to the Capitol last 
week for pre-session meetings 
discovered many male legislators 
will no longer meet with them 
privately. Accustomed to Talla- 
hassee’s Southern culture, where 
men and women casually and 
routinely greet each other with 
hugs, legislators are doing an 
awkward dance to replace a hug 
with a handshake. And the fear 
of retaliation — against women 
who brought forward allegations 
or those who may in the future — 
is as raw as the fear that legisla- 
tors’ political enemies could turn 
sexual harassment claims into 
new political weapons. 

“T had a senator say, ‘I need 
my aide here in the room be- 
cause I need a chaperone,’ ” said 
Jennifer Green, a veteran lobby- 
ist, after meeting with a senator 
in his Capitol office to discuss a 
client’s issue. “I said, ‘Senator, 
why do you need a chaperone? I 
don’t feel uncomfortable around 
you, do you feel uncomfortable 


SEE WOMEN, 2A 


m Authorities said Akayed 
Ullah, a 27-year-old 
Bangladeshi immigrant and 
former cab driver, used Velcro 
and plastic ties to attach a 
homemade explosive to 
himself. 
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A would-be suicide bomber 


mists strapped on a crude pipe 
bomb, slipped unnoticed into 
the nation’s busiest subway 


in a scenario that the city has 
dreaded for years, authorities 
said. 

In the end, the only serious 
wounds were to the suspect 


inspired by Islamic State extre- 


system and set the device off at 
rush hour Monday in New York 


BOMBING IN NEW YORK 


This undated photo shows 
Akayed Ullah, the suspect in 


Monday’s explosion in New York. 


identified as Akayed Ullah, a 
27-year-old Bangladeshi im- 
migrant and former cab driver. 
But the attack sent terrified 


ANDRES KUDACKI AP 


Law enforcement officials work after the explosion near New York's Times Square on Monday. The would-be 
suicide bomber detonated a pipe bomb at 7:20 a.m. in a long pedestrian walkway connecting the Eighth 
Avenue, Seventh Avenue and Broadway subway lines — Manhattan’s busiest subway corridor. 


Suspect said he was 
inspired by ISIS 


commuters fleeing through a 
smoky passageway, and three 
people suffered headaches and 
ringing ears from the first bomb 
blast in the subway in more 
than two decades. 

“This was an attempted ter- 
rorist attack,” Democratic May- 
or Bill de Blasio said. “Thank 
God the perpetrator did not 
achieve his ultimate goals.” 

The suspect had looked at 
Islamic State propaganda online 
and told investigators he acted 
alone in retaliation for U.S. 
military aggression, law en- 
forcement officials said. 

In Washington, President 
Donald Trump said the explo- 
sion highlighted the need to 
change immigration policies, 
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CUBAN ECONOMY 


Outlook worse now than when Ratl Castro took over 


m The economic reforms that 
Cuban leader Raúl Castro 
launched a decade ago were 
supposed to make life better in 
Cuba. It hasn’t turned out that 
Way. 


BY NORA GAMEZ TORRES 
ngameztorres@elnuevoherald.com 


Raul Castro promised a better 
life for Cubans when he 
launched timid economic re- 
forms and opened a few doors to 
private business. But after a dec- 


ade in power, he will likely retire 
in the spring with the economy in 
recession for the second year in a 
row — an economic outlook that 
is worse than when he took con- 
trol. 

“There is little hope that the 
economy will finish 2017 with 
positive growth,” Cuban econo- 
mist Pavel Vidal warned in the 
latest issue of the Cuba Standard 
magazine. “Our GDP [Gross 
Domestic Product] forecast for 
2017 is in the range between -1.4 
percent and -0.3 percent.” 

Vidal heads the team that 


created the maga- 
zine’s independent 
index for evaluat- 
ing the Cuban 
economy, the 
Cuba Standard 
Economic Trend 
Index, that cor- 
rectly predicted 
the island’s recession last year. 
Castro has said he will retire as 
president of the Councils of State 
and Ministers in February, when 
a new parliament selects a new 
national leadership. But he is 
expected to retain the job of first 


Castro 


secretary of the powerful Com- 
munist Party of Cuba. 

Although Castro started a 
limited string of reforms in a bid 
to jump-start the stalled econo- 
my he inherited from his late 
brother Fidel, he has been sty- 
mied by resistance from bureau- 
crats and lack of foreign invest- 


SEE ECONOMY, 4A 


© More insive 


How Cuban ingenuity is getting around the 
island's tight customs control, 7A 


HAPPY HANUKKAH 


The Festival of Lights 
starts at sundown. If you 
don’t already have plans, 
here are some great 
options to consider. 
Most of them are 
family-friendly, 5A 


SPORTS 


DOLPHINS TAKE 
DOWN PATRIOTS 


Jay Cutler threw two 
touchdown passes to Jarvis 
Landry, and the Dolphins 
defense frustrated 
quarterback Tom Brady all 
night for a 27-20 victory 
against the Patriots, 1B 
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WISH BOOK 


LEND A HAND TO 
THOSE IN NEED 


e An ill Florida City mom 
says her children, who 
have watched her suffer, 
haven’t had time to ‘just 
be kids.’ She’d like them 
to have that chance, 4A 


e A Cudjoe Keys man with 
cystic fibrosis and who 
works part time on a 
charter boat has lost his 
rental home and nearly all 
his belongings in 
Hurricane Irma, 1C 
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To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
800-843-4372 or miamiherald.com/customer-service 
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8-9A Deaths 
7-9B : Lottery 
4C : Local news 


12A Nation 
10A : Puzzles 
3A : Television 
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